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HANDICAP AWARENESS WEEK 
SLATED FOR MAY 17-22
If you see an unusual number of people wearing blindfolds, in wheelchairs, 
on crutches or who are seemingly deaf this week, you will be part of the annual 
Handicapped Awareness Week, May 17-22.
According to the University of Montana students who are organizing the 
week's activities, everyone is a participant. Their theme is "Everybody is a 
potential disabled person and that to be mentally and physically able is a 
privilege, not a right."
"People don't necessarily need to be born with disabilities," Lorna Brown, 
president of the UM Handicapped Student Union, said. "They can happen later on 
in life, from accident or disease."
She said the purpose of the awareness week is to show that disabled persons 
are "people first and disabled afterward.
"We want everyone to learn that they needn't be afraid to help the dis­
abled, they need only ask to find out how they might help in any given situation, 
Brown added.
University officials, faculty and students will be asked to "assume" handi­
caps on Wednesday or Thursday, May 19 or 20, to experience some of the 
difficulties of disabilities.
Other public activities for the week include the following:
Monday, May 17--noon, panel discussion in the University Center Mall, 
introduction and descriptions of various handicaps by disabled persons.
(over)
Handicap Awareness Week--add one
Tuesday, May 18— 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., table fair in UC Mall, featuring 
University and community services and service agencies for disabled persons in 
Mi ssoula.
Wednesday, May 19--8-10 a.m., equipment check-out for anyone who wants to 
assume a handicap for a day, UC Montana Room 360E; equipment return 5-7 p.m. in 
same room. In the UC Lounge at 7:30 p.m. will be a coffeehouse featuring folk 
music, Japanese songs and songs signed for the deaf.
Thursday, May 20--8-10 a.m., equipment check-out for assuming handicaps,
UC Montana Room 360E; equipment return 5-7 p.m. in same room. Relay race with 
UM residence halls students who have assumed handicaps requiring them to use 
wheelchairs, crutches and blindfolds, will begin at noon at the UC west entrance.
Friday, May 21--Panel discussion, noon in the UC Mall, by people who had 
assumed handicaps to recount their feelings in dealing with the handicap, 
inaccessible buildings, etc.
Saturday, May 22--Raft trip and cook-out for participants, meet at 
Harry Adams Fieldhouse parking lot at 9 a.m.
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